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SUBJECT: PREPARATIONS FOR MEMORIAL CEREMONY FOR CHAIRMAN MAO 

1 . SITUATION IN PEKING AT 1430 HOURS LOCAL SEPTEMBER 16. 

2. TIEN AN MEN SQUARE AND CHANG AN STREET ARE THE SCENE OF BUSTLING 
PREPARATIONS FOR SATURDAY AFTERNOON'S SCHEDULED MEMORIAL RALLY FOR 
CHAIRMAN MAO. URBAN MILITIA, STANDING TWO DEEP ALONG THE EASTERN 
APPROACH TO THE SQUARE, CONTINUE CORDONING OFF THE AREA TO 
PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS BUT PERMITTING VEHICLES TO PASS. A RAISED 
PLATFORM HAS BEEN ERECTED IN FRONT OF THE FORBIDDEN CITY; IT IS 
PERHAPS FROM THERE THAT THE EULOGY WILL BE DELIVERED. 

ON EITHER SIDE AND IN FRONT OF THE PLATFORM THERE HAS BEEN 
PLACED A VERITABLE FOREST OF GREEN TREES AND PLANTS SYMBOLIC OF 
IMMORTALITY, WHILE BEHIND THE PLATFORM ABOVE THE ENTRANCE TO THE 
FORBIDDEN CITY THERE IS A HUGE BLACK AND WHITE PLACARD INSCRIBED 
"MOURNFULLY COMMEMORATE OUR GREAT LEADER AND TEACHER CHAIRMAN MAO." 

3. THE MARTYR'S MONUMENT ACROSS THE SQUARE IS DOMINATED BY ANOTHER 
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LEFT BEHIND BY CHAIRMAN MAO AND CARRY THROUGH OUR PROLETARIAN TASKS 
TO THE END." SCORES OF BUSES ARE PARKED IN THE NORTHEAST QUADRANT 
OF THE SQUARE, AND THOUSANDS OF MORUNERS WAIT SILENTLY IN NEAT COLUMNS 

FOR THEIR TURN TO ENTER THE GREAT HALL AND PAY THEIR LAST RESPECTS. 

TODAY HAS BEEN SET ASIDE FOR. AMONG OTHERS, TEACHER AND STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVES, AND SEVERAL BLOCKS TO THE WEST OF THE GREAT 
HALL HIGH SCHOOLERS LINED UP APPARENTLY TO MARCH TO THE SQUARE. 
APPROXIMATELY THIRTY RED FLAG LIMOUSINES WERE PARKED IN FRONT 
OF THE GREAT HALL. 

4. THREE MOBILE TELEVISION CAMERAS RECORDED THE SCENE. 

5. FOR SEVERAL BLOCKS TO THE EAST AND WEST OF TIEN AN MEN ALONG 
CHANG AN STREET THERE ARE ACTIVE PREPARATIONS FOR THE MASSES WHO 
WILL ASSEMBLE FOR THE THREE O'CLOCK CEREMONY. WORKERS ARE 
DEMARCATING ASSIGNED AREAS ALONG THE STREETS AND SIDEWALKS WITH PAINT; 

OUTDOOR WATER FOUNTAINS AND SPIGOTS, NEWLY INSTALLED, ARE BEING 
TESTED; AND IRON FRAMEWORKS - PROBABLY INTENDED FOR BICYCLE PARKING 
- HAVE BEEN ASSEMBLED ON SIDEWALKS AT REGULAR INTERVALS. ALL OF THIS 
POINTS TO A HUGE AND QUITE LENGTHY FAREWELL TO THE CHAIRMAN. 
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